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Allies Widen 
Bridgehead 
Across Han 

Drive Breaks Back of 
Reds' Defense Line; 
Foes' Casualties Rise 

By the Associated Press 

TOKYO, Mar. 10.—United Na- 
tions troops rammed their bridge- 
head across the Han River 10 
miles wide and nearly 6 miles deep 
before noon today east of Seoul. 

Flame-throwing tames rumbled 
ahead of U. N. fighting units and 
spit their fiery streams into Com- 
munist foxholes. 

“We killed a batch of them 
and have driven many more back 
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Into the hills.” one front-line of- 
ficer said. 

On the eastern front, South 
Korean reinforcements moved in- 
to the line to bolster defenders of 
Amidong. The Red Korean 2d 
Corps had driven within less than 
3 miles of the town. 

Making Good Progress. 
A battalion of South Korean 

Marines also was thrown into the 
fight. 

Field dispatches said the South 
Koreans were “making good 
progress’’ in plugging the line. An 
American officer with the South 
Koreans said he was confident the 
bulge in the lien would be 
straightened out within 24 hours. 

In the west, patrols of the 
United States 25th Division’s 35th 
ar.n famed 27th Wolfhound Regi- 
ments ranged off the Seoul plains 
Into rugged hills to the north. 

Intelligence officers of the 25th 
(Tropic Lightning) Division said 
the mighty United Nations artil- 
lery bombardment and infantry 
drive across the Han apparently 
had broken the back of the Com- 
munists’ first defense line north 
of the river. 

They said the Reds probably 
had pulled back to defend the 
main road leading west to Seoul. 
This is about 5 miles north of the 
present line. 

Skies were gray but the weather 
was mild as the Doughboys slowly 
and methodically pushed their 
northward advance. They searched 
every yard of ground. 

Reds Abandon Best Positions. 
When the Reds showed fight, 

the Allied units called for artillery j 
barrages. Then they threw their 
own firepower into the Chinese 
positions and finally climbed the 
hills to capture or kill any who 
stood their ground. 

“The more than 300 prisoners 
we collected already would make 
up one of their battalions,” an 
officer said. 

Farther west, united states 1st 

Cavalry Division troops pushed 
along razorback ridges east and 
southwest of Yongdong. They 
were fighting up the road to the 
Red supply center of Hongchon. 

Their commander, Maj. Gen. 
Charles D. Palmer, said the 
cavalrymen have forced the Reds 
to abandon their best positions. 

“We are picking up a consider- 
able amount of equipment and it 
looks as though we are killing 
plenty of them,” he said. 

In the center of the line, Greek 
troops advanced as much as four 
miles against moderate to stiff 
resistance. The British 27th 
Commonwealth Division rolled 
ahead more than one mile. 

American Marines pushed ahead 
another mile north of Hoengsong. 
The Leathernecks called for air 
strikes and slammed artillery bar- 
rages into Red positions honey- 
combing a row of 3,000-foot high 
mountains. 

Forced to Retreat. 
Jellied gasoline hit in searing 

flames. Rockets zoomed into the 
ridges. Bombs smashed against 
the peaks. Smoke from a dozen 
fires shrouded the ridgeline. 

“That ought to help soften them 
up for us,” a Marine major said. 

Five to eight miles east of 
Hogngsong, United States 2nd Di- 
vision doughboys scattered Com- 
munists holding ridges. 

On the eastern flank, South Ko- 
rean 5th Division troops forced 
the Reds to retreat after heavy 
fighting throughout this morning. 
The ROK’s gained more than one 
mile. 

The toll of Communist dead 
mounted on the fourth day of the 
new Allied offensive. 

In three days, U. N. troops have 
killed or wounded more than 
24,000 Reds. The United States 
8th Army said 6,849 Reds were 
killed or wounded yesterday. 

United States 5th Air Force 
pilots reported they inflicted 400 
Communist troop casualties along 
the front today. 

Low visibility delayed the start 
of the Air Force operations, but 
by 6 p.m. (4 a.m., EST) fighter 
and light bomber pilots had flown 
520 sorties. 

Pilots reported they destroyed 
one tank, 150 buildings, 46 vehi- 
cles, five railroad cars, two gun 
emplacements, a supply dump and 
a railroad bridge. 

The air blows were aimed at 25 
villages along the Red supply line. 

Sweden Press Strike Called 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Mar. 10 

(JP). — The Swedish Journalists 
Union called for a general strike 
Involving all newspapers in Swe- 
den last night, following a break- 
down of wage negotiations with 
the publishers association. 

Dawson Ignores Invitation 
To Testify at Hearing on RFC 

Fulbright Reveals Letter Sent 2 Weeks Ago; 
Grand Jury to Begin Inquiry Monday 
By Robert K. Walsh 

Donald Dawson has Ignored a 
Senate subcommittee’s written in- 
vitation to testify at its hearings 
on influence in the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corp., Chairman 
Fulbright revealed today. 

That disclosure came on the 
heels of a Justice Department an- 
nouncement that a grand jury 
here will begin-an inquiry Monday 
into possible law violations in con- 
nection with testimony given by 
some witnesses at subcommittee 
sessions. 

Mr. Dawson, President Tru- 
man's administrative assistant in 
charge of personnel matters, has 
not testified and has not been sub- 
poened. 

But a letter was sent to him two 
weeks ago by the subcommittee, 
inviting him to appear at his con- 

venience, Chairman Fulbright 
said. No answer of any kind has 

House G. 0. P. Seeks 
To Tie Troop Issue 
To New Draft Law 

Amendment Is Proposed 
To Curb Truman's Right 
To Send GIs Abroad 

By J. A. O'Leary 
Administration leaders in the 

House faced a fight today to keep 
the Republicans from tying the 
troops-for-Europe issue to the 
new draft law. 

The House Republican Policy 
Committee late yesterday pro- 
posed an amendment to the draft 
bill providing that “no troops 
shall be committed to the Euro- 
pean area as proposed under the 
Atlantic Pact arrangement until 
the necessary authorization for 
such committal is approved by 
both bodies of the Congress.” 

If such a provision went into 
the new draft bill it would be 
more drastic than the action the 
Senate appears likely to take on 
the troop issue. Such an amend- 
ment in the draft bill would chal- 
lenge President Truman's au- 
thority to send the four divisions 
already planned for Gen. Eisen- 
hower's integrated defense force, 
unless and until both houses con- 
cur in the commitment. 

No Binding Law Passed. 
The Senate Foreign Relations 

and Armed Services Committees, 
after weeks of debate, have rec- 
ommended action which would 
enable both houses to express 
themselves, but without passing 
a binding law. There is also a 
possibility the two Senate com- 
mittees, at a meeting called for 
Monday, may further modify their 
action to make it clear they ap- 
prove the sending of the four 
divisions. 

House Republican Leader Mar- 
tin of Massachusetts thinks there 
is a “good chance” the House 
Armed Services Committee will 
write a requirement for congres- 
sional approval of troops for 
Europe into the draft bill before 
it reports that measure to the 
House. 

Chairman Vinson would not 
predict what the Armed Services 
Committee will do, but Speaker 
Rayburn doubted the House would 
accept the Republican proposal. 

Two Resolutions Approved. 
On the Senate side the commit- 

tees have approved two troop res- 
olutions, but neither would carry 
the weight of a law. Couched in 
identical language, one would 
merely express the viewpoint of 
the Senate. The second is a “con- 
current” resolution, wnicn would 
be voted on by both houses, but 
would not require the President’s 
signature, and, therefore, would 
not become a law. Only a “joint” 
resolution, signed by the President 
or passed over his veto becomes 
a law. 

The two Senate resolutions also 
are less drastic than the ban pro- 
posed by House Republicans, be- 
cause both Senate proposals in- 
dorse the basic policy of providing 
a “fair share” of the troops for 
Gen. Eisenhower’s command. 

If the Senate should pass its 
“concurrent” resolution before the 
draft bill reaches the House floor 
for debate. House leaders may 
decide to get behind that measure 
in order to keep the troops-for- 
Europe issue out of the Selective 
Service law. 

Fire at Iloilo, Philippines, 
Leaves 8,000 Homeless 

By the Associated Press 

MANILA, Mar. 10.—Eight thou- 
sand persons were left homeless 
last night by a wind-driven fire 
that destroyed five thickly settled 
business and residential blocks in 
Iloilo on Panay Island south of 
here, i 

One man was reported burned 
to death. 

The fire finally burned itself 
out at the waterfront. 

Mayor Rafil Jalandoni esti- 
mated the damage at about $1 
million. 

Jap Volcano Erupts 
TOKYO, Mar. 10 (£>).—Mount 

Mihara, a volcano on Oshima 
Island 50 miles south of Tokyo in 
the Pacific, erupted late yester- 
day. Three streams of lava coursed 
down the sides of the 2,500-foot 
peak and engulfed two homes but 
were expected to stop short of 
seaside villages at the base. 

been received from Mr. Dawson or 

anyone else who might be in a 

position to indicate his attitude 
toward the invitation, the Senator 
added. 

The chairman said there had 
been no announcement of the 
letter until today because the sub- 
committee wanted to give Mr. 
Dawson ample opportunity to re- 

spond. Signed by Senator Pul- 
bright, the letter was dated Feb- 
ruary 24, three days after the 
start of the hearings. Mr. Daw- 
son frequently has been mentioned 
in testimony about “a web of in- 
fluence,” with contacts in the 
White House, affecting some RFC 
directors and loans. 

“Since the beginning of our 
hearings,” the letter stated, “your 
name has been mentioned from 
time to time in the testimony be- 
fore the RFC subcommittee. It is 

(See RFC. Page A-2.> 

18-Year Draft Faces 
Test in House After 
79-5 Senate Victory 

Many Issues Will Be 

Fought Out Again When 
Bill Goes to Floor 

By George Beveridge 
The administration’s long-range 

universal training and service pro- 
gram—carrying ovrewhelming ap- 
proval of the Senate—today stood 
ready for its acid test in the 
House. 

By a I6p-sided vote of 79 to 5, 
the Senate last night passed the 
bill, which includes a provision to 
draft 18-year-olds after older men 
are called. / 

On the show-down roll call, only 
five Republicans cast opposing 
votes. They were Senators Dirk- 
sen, of Illinois: Jenner, of In- 
diana; Langer, of North Dakota; 
Schoeppel, of Kansas, and Wel- 
ker, of Idaho. 

But the final vote reflected none 
of the bitter controversy which, 
earlier in the day, raged around 
attempts to kill plans for a per- 
manent compulsory UMT pro- 
gram, limit the life of the draft 
bill and put other restrictions on 
expansion of military forces. 

Committee Vote Due Monday. 
Many of these same issues will 

be fought out again when the 
House Armed Services Committee 
takes its own draft bill to the 
House floor. The House commit- 
tee will meet Monday to vote on 
that measure. In its present -form, 
the bill would lower the draft in- 
duction age only to 18'/i, increase 
draft service from 21 to 1 26 
months and drastically cut in- 
duction standards to bring in 
about half a million men who 
would be 4-F. 

The bill passed by the Senate 
and sent to the House has two 
purposes. The first is to extend 
indefinitely the draft act—due to 
expire July 9—and make many 
more men eligible for the draft. 

The second is to end provisions 
for a long-service draft, and swing 
automatically into a UMT program 
for all 18-year-olds. This change- 
over cpuld be ordered either by 
Congress or the President when 
international tensions ease to the 
extent that a large standing force 
is no longer needed. 

Major Features of Bill. 
Here are major features of the 

bill: 
1. Reduction of the minimum 

induction age from 19 to 18. But 
local draft boards first must take 
all eligible men between 19 and 
26 before taking any man at 18. 
Then they must take those near- 
est 19 first. 

2. Increase of draft service from 
21 to 24 months, Including men 
already in uniform. 

3. Continuation of presidential 
authority until July, 1953, to 
freeze for one year all enlistments 
due to expire up to that time. 
But no man could have his enlist- 
ment frozen more than once, or 
for more than one year. 

4. Non-veteran childless hus- 

(See DRAFT, Page A-3.) 

West Broadens 
Plan to Relieve 
World Tension 

Urges Steps to End 
Fear of Aggression, 
Arms, Reich Study 

By tha Associated Press 

PARIS. Mar. 10.—The Western 
powers submitted today a revised 
and broadened proposal for re- 

lieving East-West tension to the 

Deputy Foreign Ministers’ meet- 

ing. 
Russia said it would reserve any 

decision on whether it could ac- 
cept the proposal for the agenda 
of a Big Four Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference. 

This was the new proposal for 
the Big Four agenda which the 
Western delegates submitted: 

“Determination of the causes of 
present international tensions in 
Europe and of the means to secure 
a real and lasting improvement 
in the relations between the 
U. S. S. R., the United States, the 
United Kingdom and France, such 
as: 

“Measures to eliminate the fear 
of aggression, fulfillment of pres- 
ent treaty obligations, and exam- 
ination of the existing level of 
armaments and questions concern- 

ing Germany in this sphere.” 
Will Reserve Decision. 

Russia’s AndreL Gromyko saidj 
he would reserve any decision on! 
whether to accept it. 

Official sources who gave the 
account of the meeting said dele- 
gates from the United States, 
France and Britain spoke in 
favor of the new item. They em- 

phasized that all points which 
Russia wishes to discuss are 
covered by the new proposal. 

Mr. Gromyko said that he was 

reserving right to speak in more 

detail, especially since he felt the 
wording was vague and not quite 
clear on several points. 

The Russian delegate asserted 
the foreign ministers cannot avoid 
talking about the remilitarization 
and demilitarization of Germany 
and about worldwide disarma- 
ment. 

French delegate Alexandre 
Parodi was quoted as saying that 
in looking back on an entire week 
of negotiations in effort to draw 
up a work sheet for a Big Four 
meeting, he could see little excuse 
for satisfaction. 

Will Meet Monday. 
The ministers will meet again 

Monday. 
Details of the new proposal for 

the agenda had been broached 
yesterday at a meeting of the 
western representatives to the 
deputies’ conference. 

The three principal western del- 
egates, United States Ambassador- 
at-Large Philip C. Jessup, M. Par- 
odi of France and Ernest Davies 
of Britain, met at the French For- 
eign Office at 11:45 a.m. yesterday 
morning. Their assistants were 
not with them. 

It was at this meeting, report- 
edly, that the new proposal was 

(See BIG FOUR, Page A-3.) 

Liner Batory May Lose 
New York Dock Facilities 

By th« Associated Prats 

NEW YORK, Mar. 10.—The Po- 
lish liner Batory, which has been 
in difficulty with United States 
authorities since Communist Ger- 
hart Eisler escaped this country 
aboard her, may lose her New 
York docking facilities. 

The Batory, owned by the 
Gdynia-American Line, has been 
using a French Line pier. How- 
ever, the French company says it 
needs the pier for its own use. 
The Batory’s pier lease expires 
Inarch 30. 

Moreover, Edward F. Cavanagh, 
jr., city marine commissioner, said 
yesterday he considers the Batory 
“an undesirable occupant” of city 
piers. 

New York piers are leased to 
ship lines and must get city per- 
mission to share another line’s 
facilities. 

Ohio Gets Its Naughty Auto Tag 
Back, But Only After Struggle 

By the Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Mar. 10.— 
The State of Ohio had its naughty 
license plate back today and the 

surprised Toledo taxi driver had 
what he wanted in the first place 
—two plates with the num- 
ber 219H. 

The State highway patrol gave 
Taxi Driver Charles Puhl a new 
specially made set of plates in 
Toledo last night. In exchange, 
the patrol got the set Mr. Puhl 
received in the mail—one bearing 
the number 219H and the other 
an obscene phrase (unprintable). 

It all began in Ohio Peniten- 
tiary, said Warden Ralph Alvis. 
That’s where Ohio’s auto tags are 
made. A convict, apparently 
wanting to curse his supervisor, 
imprinted the two words on a 
license tag, believing the super- 
visor would see it. 

But the plate went through the 
mails along with one stamped 
219H. That’s what Mr. Puhl re- 
ceived when he wrote to Colum- 
bus for his special number. 

Mr. Puhl decided at first to keep 

the oddity for a souvenir and get 
a replacement. But Ohio wanted 
the naughty tag back. It printed 
up a new set just for Mr. Puhl. 
At first he refused to accept them, 
but later he changed his mind. 

Mr. Puhl was still upset about 
the whole business last night. 

“The warden owes my wife an 
apology,” he said. “She opened 
up the plates when they came. 
He’s the head man there at the 
prison and it’s his responsibility 
to see that things like that don’t 
happen.” 

The warden said he didn’t see 
it that way. “He wanted to keep 
the plates and not turn them in 
and I don’t see where I owe his 
wife any apology,” he said. 

Warden Alvis was somewhat 
philosophical. He said: “If I 
catch the guy who did it, I’ll 
throw him in jail. Sometimes I 
get a little suspicious and get to 
chinkirr ye have some bad guys 
in here.” 

Then he added: 
“After all, they weren’t sent 

down here for singing in Sunday 
school.” 
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Vandenberg Remains 
In Serious Condition; 
AFL Unit Asks He Quit 

Labor Group Headed 
By Martel Demands 
That Senator Resign 

By the Ai»ociot«d Preil 

GRAND RAPIDS. Mich., Mar. 
10.—The serious condition of Sen- 
ator Vandenberg, Republican, of 
Michigan remained unchanged to- 
day and at Detroit the AFL De- 
troit and Wayne County Federa- 
tion of Labor called on him to 
resign. 

Frank X. Martel, president of 
the federation, said the fallowing 
resolution had been adopted and 
sent to the Republican State Cen- 
tral Committtee: 

"These are important times for 
Michigan and for the Nation*. It 
is Senatotr Vandenberg’s duty to 
step aside for another man, so 

Michigan can have the same rep- 
resentation in the Senate as other' 
States.” 

Mr. Martel is a Democrat and 
active in politics. 

Senator Vandenberg underwent 
an operation 18 months ago for 
removal of a portion of a lung. 
Last summer an operation was 

performed in Washington to re- 
move tumors from his spinal 
column. 

At Lansing, meanwhile, Repub- 
licans in the State House intro- 
duced a bill that would remove 
from Democratic Gov. G. Mennen 
Williams the power to appoint a 
United States Senator when a 

vacancy occurs. 

The bill would require the Gov- 
ernor to call a special election. 
He now can appoint for an un- 

expired term. 

Soviet Budget Sets 
Peacetime Record 

By the Associated Press 

MOSCOW, Mar. 10.—A record 
peacetime state budget was 

adopted today by the Supreme 
Soviet (Parliament) of the U. 
S. S. R 

The budget calls for a 1951 
fiscal year outlay of 451 billion 
rubles, including 96 billions ton 
defense. Finance Minister A. O. 
Szerev disclosed that of the de- 
fense appropriations, 22 billion is 
for the navy and 74 billion for 
the army.5 

(The Soviet Union values its 
rubles at four to the American 
dollar, which would indicate a 

defense budget of about $24 
billion, as compared with a pro- 
posal by President Truman that 
the United States in fiscal 1951 
spend $41,421,000,000 on de- 
fense. However, it is not 
possible to compare the two 
budgets, since it is not known 
how much of the remainder of 
the vast Soviet budget actually 
is for military purposes.) 
The Supreme Soviet will hold 

its final session Monday night to 
adopt a “law for the protection 
of peace,” outlawing war propa- 
ganda. Such a law was passed 
recently in all “people’s demo- 
cratic” (Communist-ruled) coun- 
tries. 

Warmer Weather Is Due 
Tomorrow, Rain in Prospect 

After the coldest night in three 
weeks, the Washington area 
shivered through a sun-lit but 
still chilly day today. 

The temperature dropped to 
27 degrees early today at the 
Weather Bureau’s National Air- 
port station and to 24 degrees 
in suburban areas. The forecast 
calls for sunny and cold with a 

high of about 40; a low of 28 in 
the city and 24 in the suburbs 
tonight. 

Tomorrow Is to be warmer, but 
cloudy and with a prospect of 
rain by night. 

Light Earthquakes Hit 
Spain and Philippines 

By 1 ited Press 

MADRID, Spain, Mar. 10.—A 
light earthquake that lasted seven 
seconds shook Seville and other 
cities in Spain this morning (6 
a.m., EST>. Panic-stricken resi- 
dents of some cities fled into the 
streets. First reports said no one 
was injured and damage was lim- 
ited largely to shattered windows. 

MANILA, Mar. 10 (JP).—A light 
earthquake that last five seconds 
was felt over a wide area about 
125 miles north of Manila early 
today. The tremor was felt in 
parts of La Union, Pangasinan. 
Nueva Ecija and Neuva Vizcaya 
provinces. 

Mrs. Charles!. Ford 
And Minister's Wife 
Hurt in Accidents 

Mrs. Leslie M. fresketh 
Taken to Hospital With 
Critical Injuries 

Mrs. Ann L. Ford, 50, wife of 
Charles E. Ford, well-known 
Washington attorney, was in- 
jured in an automobile accident 
early today at Seventh and Ham- 
ilton streets N.W. 

Mr. Ford said his wife was driv- 
ing home after visiting friends 
when the crash occurred. Her 
condition was listed as satisfac- 
tory at Emergency Hospital, al- 
though she was suffering from 
a bad head cut, fractured ribs 
and a possible broken shoulder. 

Minister’s Wife Injured. 
In another accident last night, 

Mrs. Daisy M. Hesketh, 51, wife 
of the Rev. Leslie M. Hesketh, 
pastor of the Church of God, was 
critically injured and was taken 
to Georgetown University Hospi- 
tal. 

Police said Mrs. Ford’s car col- 
lided With an automobile driven 
by Marine Pfc. Charles A. Naecker 
n, 19, of 516 Rittenhouse street 
N.W. He is stationed at the Ma- 
rine Barracks. He was not in- 
jured but a companion, Joseph 
Groomes, 19, of 732 Ingraham 
street N.W., was treated for cuts 
and bruises. 

About $200 damage was done 
to each vehicle, police said. No 
charges were filed, but a corpora- 
tion counsel’s hearing has been 
scheduled for March 29. 

The Fords live at 7524 Morn- 
ingside drive N.W. 

struck by Auto. 
The minister’s wife was struck 

by an automobile early last night 
as she was crossing in the 4200 
block of Massachusetts avenue 
N.W., police reported. 

Police said the car was driven 
by Miss Betty H. McCann, 17, of 
3205 Cleveland avenue N.W.. a 
student at Georgetown Visitation 
Convent and daughter of Rcbert 
C. McCann, vice president oi the 
Chesapeake and Potomac Tele- 
phone Co. 

Mrs. Hesketh suffered head in- 
juries, the hospital reported The 
Heskeths live at 633 K street N.E. 

Pakistan Army Chief Held 
On Charge of Conspiracy 

By the Auociated Press 

LAHORE, Pakistan, Mar. 10.— 
Pakistan’s army chief of staff, his 
wife and two other persons were 
arrested yesterday on charges of 
trying to stir up a revolt. 

Prime Minister Liaquat All 
Khan said the conspiracy had 
been discovered in time, but 
added: “These plans, had they 
succeeded, would have struck at 
the very foundations of our na- 
tional existence and disrupted the 
stability of Pakistan.” 

The Prime Minister would not 
disclose details of the plot “for 
reasons of national security.” 

Arrested were Maj. Gen. Akbar 
Khan, the chief of staff; his wife, 
Brig. M. A. Latif, a brigade com- 
mander at Quetta, and Raizahmed 
Faiz, editor of the daily Pakistan 
Times. ft 

Checkup Is Planned 
On D.C. Man Named in 
Illegal Liquor Case 

Illinois Concern Accused ! 
Of Running Whisky Into 
Dry Areas of South 

Chairman Alan W. Payne of the 
District Alcoholic Beverage Con- 
trol Board said he would check 
Monday to see if a liquor license 
is held here by a Washington man 
linked with a $20 million-a-year 
business running liquor into dry 
areas of the South. 

The Senate Crime Investigating 
Committee was told late yester- 
day that Ruby Wishnia, 7700 
Eastern avenue N.W., was one of 
the big shots in a Cairo (111.) 
wholesale liquor house shipping 
whisky without paying State taxes. 

E. E. Goldstein, assistant coun- 
sel of the committee, said Wishnia 
was listed as vice president of the 
Foster Distributing Co. and the 
Potomac Wine & Liquor Co. here. 
The last city directory listed the 
Potomac firm but neither com- 

pany is listed in the current yel- 
low pages of the telephone book. 

Payne to Make. Check. 
Mr. Payne said Wishnia’s name 

was not familiar to him, but he 
would check on the name and the 
two firms to determine their 
license status, if any. 

Mr. Goldstein told the commit- 
tee that w'hen he sought to have 
Wishnia subpoenaed Thursday, he 
was informed Wishnia had gone 
to Cairo. 

Wishnia s name came into the: 
testimony while two Tennessee 
undercover agents were unfolding 
their story of worming their way 
into the operations of the M. & B. 
Co., a Cairo whisky Arm. 

Harry Lauderdale, Tennessee 
liquor investigator, told how he 
posed as an ex-policeman who 
wanted to buy liquor to haul into 
dry territory. He recalled an oc- 
casion when he was arrested in 
Alabama with two sets of bills. 
One set he said was made out for a 

delivery in Alabama to avoid the 
Mississippi “black market” tax. 
The second set of papers, for use 
in case he ran into trouble, he 
said, showed the whisky was des- 
tined for Columbus, Miss. 

Wanted Bills Back. 
The M. and B. people, he said, 

wanted the Alabama bills back so 

they could falsify their records. He 
testified that he heard the Cairo 
office call Wishnia in Washington 
to assure him the Alabama bills 
had been recovered. 

Other witnesses commended the 
District and Maryland for their 
co-operation in halting the flow 
of illegal liquor into the South. 

Robert W. Winston, chainnan 
of the North Carolina Beverage 
Control Board, said when he tGok 
office in June, 1949, he discovered 
a “flood” of liquor coming from 
Maryland, the District and Cairo. 

At his request, Mr. Winston said, 
Maryland and the District 
clamped down on illegal inter- 
state shipments bu* the operators 
hoe moved into Cairo and con- 
tinued Ineir actw 'ies. 

Other Developments. 
There were these other devel- 

opments at the nine-hour hearing 
on whisky violations: 

Chairman Kefauver said his 
:rime investigating committee will 
make public records aimed at 
leaning out at least part of the 
criminal element in the Nation's 
iquor industry. 

Dwight Avis, assistant deputy 
commissioner of the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, said his agency 
will make use of the information 
;o deny Federal wholesale liquor 
permits to applicants with 
criminal records. 

Witnesses testifying about the 
purchases of liquor in Cairo for 
shipment to dry states reported 
many persons getting Federal re- 
tail liquor dealers stamps use 
Rctitiotfs names and addresses. 

Mr. Avis disclosed that a case 
involving falsification of docu- 
ments, based on investigations by 
the Federal Alcohol Tax unit of 
the Cairo operations, has been 

(See CRIME, Page A-3.) 

Four-Alarm Fire 
Sweeps Store 
And Warehouse 

Heavy Smoke Hinders 
150 Firemen on 

Indiana Avenue 
A four-alarm fire with smoke 

so thick it often obscured hose 
targets roared through the Mor- 
ton clothing store warehouse at 
633 Indiana avenue N.W. today. 

As 150 firemen battled the blaze, 
it spread into the adjoining N. 
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Kirstein furniture store at 635 In- 
diana avenue, sending dense col- 
umns of smoke high over the 
area. A 20-mile-per-hour north- 
west wind fanned the fire after it 
broke, through the roof of the 
Morton building. 

It was more than an hour be- 
fore the blaze was brought under 
control. 

Damage to the Kirstein store 
was placed at $50,000 by Nathan 
Kirstein, 1427 Whittier place N.W., 
but M. C. Lebowitz, part owner 
and resident director of Morton’s, 
was unable to give an immediate 
estimate on loss. He said mer- 
chandise damage probably would 
be slight because the warehouse 
is used primarily for day-to-day 
leceiving. He said last night’s 
shipments had been dispersed to 

| the stores and today’s shipment 
| had not been received. 

Some money and records were 
recovered by police and an em- 

ploye found $137 in water-soaked 
j hills sate in a steel box. 

Blaze Discovered by Iceman. 
Joseph Cummings of 1308 Sixth 

street S.W., delivery man for the 
American Ice Co., discovered the 
blaze. He walked into the build- 
ing with ice and told an employe, 
“Your place is on fire.” He then 
turned in the first alarm. 

The employe, Louis Weiley, 73, 
who is in charge of the warehouse, 
told Deputy Fire Marshal Charles 
Laschalt he had lighted up the 
basement oil stove as he came to 
work. The fire apparently started 
from the stove. 

Other Buildings Threatened. 
The wind, which sometimes 

reached gusts of 25 miles an hour, 
threatened to spread the fire to 
adjoining buildings, but firemen 
played water on them. First Pre- 
cinct policemen, normally off duty 
at 8 a.m., were held over on fire 
details to halt motbr traffic and 
keep a crowd of 1,500 well back of 
fire lines. 

The damaged buildings are in 
a trapezoid-shaped block bounded 
by Indiana avenue, D street, Sev- 
enth street and Sixth street N.W., 
and most of the three and two- 
story structures are among the 
city’s oldest business houses. Many 
of the used-furniture stores dis- 
play their wares along the wide 
sidewalk on Indiana avenue. 

Roof Partially Collapsed. 
Firemen said the blaze appar- 

ently started in the Morton base- 
ment and mushroomed quickly to 
the upper two floors and to a 
cupola at the rear. Main dam- 
age, they said, was to the second, 
third floors and the cupola. Most 
of the Kirstein store damage was 
on the upper two flpors. 

The roof of the Morton building 
partly collapsed about 8:45 a.m.. 
almost an hour after the first of 
the four alarms was turned in. 

Deputy Fire Marshal Laschalt 
said smoke drove masked fire- 
men from the Morton building 
soon after their arrival and the 
only recourse was to play six 
streams of water into building 
openings. 

Searchers Sight 3 Bodies 
Of Plane Crash Victims 

By the Associated Press 

ROME, Mar. 10. —A United 
States Air Force search plane to- 
day sighted the bodies of three of 
their eight men missing since 
Wednesday when a United States 
Navy transport plane crashed 
into the sea 50 miles off Anzio. 

An Air Force officer said the 
bodies were sighted about eight 
miles off Anzio, and that a United 
States Navy LST was proceeding 
to the spot. 

Six of the 14 aboard the Navy 
plane managed to get into two 
life rafts and were rescued from 
the stormy Tyrrhenian Sea 27 
hours after the big transport 
crashed and sank. 

The survivors were reported to 
be in grave condition. They were 
taken to Malta. 

Legion Head Erie Cocke 
Hurt in Jeep Accident 

By th« Associated Press 
UNITED STATES 8th ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS. Korea, Mar. 
10.—American Legion Comdr. J. 
Erie Cocker, jr., suffered a 
wrenched back in a jeep accident 
today 2 miles south of Hoengsong 
on the central front in Korea. 

Mr. Cocke was on a tour of 
the front with Maj. Gen. Frank 
E. Lowe, President Truman’s 
envoy to the armed forces in 
Korea. 

Both were shaken up, but not 
seriously injured. 

Their jeep skidded and rolled 
down a 18-foot embankment 
passing a convoy. 

Mr. Cocke and Gen. Lowe took 
off later for Tokyo as scheduled. 


